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Your telegram No. li.08 [of May 18 : Laos] paragraph 3. 

Please assure Mr. Harriman that I did not wish to 
imply that the United States Government should trust General 
Phoumi to keep any bargain that he might make at the present 
stage. Hov/ever, I think it necessary, as I see that 
Mr. Harriman does, that General Phoumi should be associated 
with any agreement reached by the three Princes at their next 
meeting (You will have seen from my telegram No. 3735 that 
Prince Souvanna Phouma shares this view.) 

2. I agree with Mr. Harriman that we should meanwhile 
try and find someone on the Vientiane side who could share 
responsibility for the agreement, and might replace General 
Phoumi after the agreement is signed. I would be prepared for 
Her Majesty* s Ambassador to associate himself with United States 
efforts to this end. However, as Souvanna Phouma has already 
expressed the view that Leuum Insisiengmay would be acceptable 
to him for this purpose I would suggest that we should think 
seriously about the possibility of associating him with the 
agreement. We cannot ignore the distrust in which Phoui 
Sananikone is held in many quarters (paragraph 3 of Vientiane 
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telegram No. 375) if we are trying to find in him a figure 
who could both hold the allegiance of the Right Wing and be 
acceptable to other groups in Laos. 

3. I am not clear as to how the .Americans propose to 
proceed. In my view our first object should be to get General 
Phoumi to the Plain of Jars in a frame of mind to sign an 
agreement. We must therefore maintain pressure on him to 
negotiate, and should continue to bring home to him the fact 
that he cannot find a way out of his difficulties by inter- 
nationalising the dispute in Laos (my telegram No. 3683). We 
should also let it be known in Vientiane that Leuam rather 
than Phoui Sananikone would be acceptable alternative leader 
of the Vientiane faction. It would be useful if we could 
ensure that he participate in any delegation from the Vientiane 

side that may take part in the talks. 
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